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CANADA NEWS

Boxing Day!

Many people know about Christmas, but not many peo-
ple know what Boxing Day is. Boxing Day is the day that 
follows Christmas and is considered a holiday in Cana-
da. Boxing Day was originally a day off for servants who 
had to work on Christmas Day. The day after Christmas, 
servants would receive a “Christmas Box”, a Christ-
mas gift, from their master or boss as a kind gesture to 
show workers how much their work was appreciated.  
Today, things are different. We don’t have servants or 
masters, but we do have bosses. Boxing Day offers 
all employees (with some exceptions) the chance to 
relax and not go into work. Stores have taken advan-
tage of this time off and offer consumers, who may 
not have received a gift they wanted for Christmas, 
a chance to buy electronics, toys, clothes, shoes, 
bags, household items, etc. they want or need at 
a cheaper price. In Canada, Boxing Day is the big 
sale day that Black Friday is in the United States. 
For those who don’t want or need to buy anything, 
Boxing Day is a welcomed break from the every-
day grind. A few public spaces are open like zoos 
(Canada has many zoo animals that love the win-
ter) and museums. People also go ice skating, 
skiing, watch a movie, or visit family on this day. 

SGIC NEWS

This year our school decided to do a decorating contest. We 
decorated our students to look like Snowmen or Christmas 
trees. We also made the school look more festive, and chal-
lenged teachers and students to a friendly little competition; 
the three best contestants won an free lunch. 

Christmas Candy Grams
Love Giving? Love Christmas?
The students had the opportunity to buy candy grams to be 
delivered to their friends at SGIC. The candy grams were 
packaged with fruity candies, gummies, and chocolates.
Our staff dressed as Santa’s helpers and delivered the candy 
grams to each class.

Decorate your classmate competition 
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SGIC Program

UCPP

SGIC TESTIMONIAL

SGIC’s UCPP program is designed for international students who have already reached 
an advanced level of English, but have knowledge gaps which are to be improved upon to 
succeed at a Canadian college or university. UCPP is a 12 week program that covers all the 
language skills comprehensively: reading, writing, listening, and speaking, including sub 
skills such as vocabulary and grammar within an academic context. 

Our program provides students a variety of tasks, assignments, and projects typically found 
in Canadian post-secondary institutions. By providing many types of assessments, students 
can be assured they will be ready for college or university. SGIC’s program is unique in that 
we offer more individual assignments to help each student learn and get the most from their 
time spent in class. Many other schools provide group work projects, but SGIC focuses more 
on the individual to ensure individual success. 

At SGIC, our students get personalized feedback that really makes all the difference. In 
fact, SGIC’s UCPP program is recognized as one of the top pathway programs in Ontario 
among many colleges and universities. Students who complete UCPP at SGIC do better at 
post-secondary schools and have even been known to be the teacher’s choice student at 
some GTA colleges. 

1. What do you like about your program?
The thing I liked most about UCPP program is that this program 
always keeps me busy with exercises, assignments and presen-
tations. It requires me to work hard but in effective and necessary 
ways to help me adapt to a college environment and improve my 
second language. Secondly, UCPP class has many international 
students with different nationalities, so I had many opportunities 
to communicate with them and learn more about cultures. My 
life has been enriched. Finally, I was forced, beautifully, to use 
English everyday inside school in many different ways; therefore, 
I am now more confident to use English as my second language 
for communication and learning.

2. Please tell me about your teacher and atmosphere in 
the class.
My UCPP program teacher was very nice and dedicated her life 
to teaching her students. She always tried to find her own ways to 
make sure her lectures were easy for students to acknowledge. 
She also created chances for students to speak and express 
their ideas. By these ways, the atmosphere of my class was in-
teresting, amazing and flexible for all people. 

C O L L I N
f r o m  V I E T N A M
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Tourism Vancouver’s Dine out Vancouver Festival is taking 
place over 17 days from January 18th until February 3rd 2019. 
This is a festival which allows people to enjoy a delicious 
schedule of culinary events; offering unique culinary experi-
ences exclusive to the Dine Out Vancouver Festival. Partici-
pants can take part in a guided dining adventure, culinary and 
cocktail tours, cooking classes and demonstrations, debates, 
guest lectures, BC wine and craft beer tastings, street food 
markets and more.

Date: January 18 – February 3, 2019
Buy Ticket: www.dineoutvancouver.com

SGIC VANCOUVER CHRISTMAS DECORATION

SGIC Program

SPEAKING FOR SUCCESS PROGRAM (SSP)

The purpose of the SSP class is simply - but not 
so simply done - to get the students confident at 
speaking in many different situations. The class 
is split up into different areas of study. The ma-
jor area of study is public speaking in which the 
student comes up with a topic to discuss and 
lectures the class on that topic. The speeches 
are both interactive and dynamic, using both 
new-fangled technologies and old-fashioned 
note cards. Another part of class deals with flu-
ency, intonation and expressiveness of the stu-
dents speaking skills through dramatic mono-
logues and situational dialogues. Discussion in 
the class is highly encouraged because of the 
improvisation and vocabulary skills utilized while 
tackling different explorations of current events. 
When attending the SSP class, a student can get 
a well-rounded introduction to the power of lan-
guage and what that power has to offer.

SGIC ACTIVITY FIELD TRIP AT UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA (UBC)

University of British Columbia is known around the world as a center for re-
search and teaching, and ranks among the top 20 universities in the world.
Since 1915, It has encouraged and driven innovation and change. The spir-
it of entrepreneurship has always been at the heart of the university and is 
easily seen in students, staff and faculty of the school.
SGIC took students out for a field trip to UBC to explore the campus and 
classrooms for a real look at what university life is like. We went to UBC’s 
library, which is one of the largest libraries in Canada, the Nitobe Memorial 
Garden, visited Wreck Beach, and the Museum of Anthropology. This was 
such a great opportunity to explore the world of education!
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1. Why did you choose our SSP class?    
I want to improve my speaking, to sound more nat-
ural and native-like.

2. Tell me your experience in SSP class?    
I had a wonderful time here. My teacher was really 
supportive and my classmates are very friendly.

3. What do you think about SGIC?
SGIC is a great school, a perfect environment to 
study and practice English. The after-school-activ-
ities are the great way to find out more about the 
culture and the people in Vancouver.

SGIC NEWS

SGIC VANCOUVER SECRET SANTA 

Santa Claus was here! Every year on the last day of 
class before Christmas Day, we have a Secret Santa-
Gift Exchange game that is very similar to Yankee Swap 
Style, although the emphasis is to “steal” gifts rather 
than swap them. In the morning, all students, teachers 
and staffs brought and left gifts under the Christmas 
tree in the Party room. Each person was given a num-
ber and we randomly drew numbers. When Santa Claus 
arrived the person assigned with no. 1 selected the gift 
they wanted and opened it so others could see. The 
next number got the choice of stealing the no. 1’s un-
wrapped gift or choosing a new gift. This continued un-
til the last gift was opened. Everyone was really happy 
and enjoyed the game. Many laughs were had, we had 
so much fun. Happy New Year!

MINH HIEU 
NGUYEN from 
Vietnam


